SAPIENZA

UNIVERSITA DI ROMA

KING HAMAD CHAIR FOR INTER-
FAITH DIALOGUE AND PEACEFUL
COEXISTENCE



A project in three steps:

The declaration of the Kingdom of Bahrain
The institution of the King Hamad Global Center

The Institution of the Chair in Sapienza University



Aim of the new Academic discipline

Involve new generations in a politic of knowledge and relationship
between cultures and religions to prevent and fight extremism and

radicalism. O
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Create a group of young researchers in the following fields:
History and present-day relationships between religions
Religious pluralism, and religious Super-diversity
History, life, and practices of religious minorities

- History and transnational and comparative analysis of peace
among religions: perceptions and representations



Strong responsability for the academic world, to realize
peace politics and international relations between different
countries through the History of Religions/Religious Studies




Research and teachings; third mission

Sapienza Project:

«Negotiating Stories in Cohabitation: Dynamics
and Narratives of Peace in the Great Empires of the
Past (from Antiquity to Present Times)»

Research about religious pluralism in Bahrain

PhD Research

Marie Curie Projects



Research and teachings; third mission

Bachelor degree

« Storia delle religioni in the L-42 in Storia, Antropologia,
Religioni (in Italian)

* History of religions in the L-42 in Global Humanities (in
English, starting 2020-21)

Master degree

* Religions and peace in the LM-64 in Religions and
cultures (and other LM in History, in Anthropology etc.)



Research and teachings; third mission

Summer school
«Religions and peaceful coexistence»
- first edition September 2019

- second edition June 2020



Research and teachings; third mission

Lectures about Interreligious dialogue
- first events Spring 2019

- first series starting Fall 2019

Lectures and workshops about Antisemitism

- first series Spring 2020



Dissemination and Communication

Participation to conferences
Organizations of panels
Organization of scientific meetings
Papers

Reports

Website



Tiratura: 34132 Diffiesione: 9.036

Polemics
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privat alle universitd pub-
bliche sono legge da un
rentennic (Riforma Ruberti.
1990} ma sulle frontiere etl-
che che questi finanziamenti
non dovrebbero valicare persi-
ste un assordante silenzio nor-
mativo che & davvero urgen-
tissimo colmare. Grazie a que-
sta lacuna etico-giuridica, la
di Roma ha potuto
acquisire ora, con procedura
del tutio regolare, un finanzia-
mento dal re del Bahrein per
I"isttuzione di una cattedra
universitaria intitolata al dia-
logo interreligioso,
A prima vista si tratta del
casodiun magnate arabo che,

I n Italia. i inanziamenti

UNIVERSITASENZAETICA

La cattedra conisoldi del re del Bahrain

SOMIA GENTILI

redi cdvili in Yemen, che prati-
ca tortura, pena di morte e ne-
Za i dirftd civili. Nel testoa ca-
ratteri cubitali projettato il gior-
no dell'inaugurazione della

za'... & stata concepita perla

formazione e il coinvolgimen-
toded giovani di ogni parte del
mondo al firse di contribuire a
combattere teIToTiSMo, estre-
mismo e radicalismi, a partire
dalla visionaria filosofia di Sua

to colpevole di aver pubblica-
to, nel 2015, tweet & retweet
riFuardant la portura nelle
prigioni del Bahrain e I"ucci-
sione di civili nel conflitto del-
loYemen ad opera della coali-
rione guidata dall’Arabia Sau-
dita. Questa condanna ... illu-
stra bene la spistata determi-
nazione delle autoritd del
Bahrein di schiacciare ogni
forma di disserso e fino a che
punio sono disposte ad anda-
re per ridurre al silenzio chi
le critica in modo pacificos.
Intitolare a re Ahmad Al
Khalifa una cattedra dedicata
al dialogo interreligioso equi-
vale insomma a intitolare ad
Hitler una cattedra dedicata
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Alla Sapienza c’e una cattedra
offerta dal re del Bahrain. Che in
patria viola i diritti umani
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i Alluniversita di Romia “Sapienza” ¢'é una cattedra dal titolo
i particolare: si chiama “Fe Hamad per il dialogo inter-relizioso e la
coesistenza pacifica”. Il titolare & il professor Alessandro
H;% Saggioro. La cattedra, inangurata il 5 novembre, "6 stata
nmmatenad ISl popeenita® — i legpe nei documenti ufficiali — “per la formazione e il
Post | Aricali o ipvolgimento dei giovani di ogni parte del mondo al fine di
contribuire a combattere terrorismo, estremismo e
radicalismn®, Sempre secondo i dommmenti ufficiali, per il Rettore
W Twiter  Eugenio Gaundio *“formarione e diffosione della conoscenza
sarannd il filo conduttore delle attivita della nuova cattedra che =
insericos in un sistema di formarions a livello triennale; magistrale,
master & dottorato, unico in Italia®,

r
s

¥ Fambook

Fin qui tutto bene. I temi e gli obiettivi sono importanti. E poi che
male ¢’ e quallo che potrebbe sembrare un filantropo arabo,
magari un po’ megalomane da intestarsela, finanzia una cattedra
universitaria?

Polemics



Importance of talking, about pluralism as a
complex element ferming societies due to
migrations, globalization and ancient
historical coexistence of cultures



Importance of building a strong awareness of
the -existence and respect of plural religions as
an instrument for peace and democracy since
the first years of school in every nation




Heart of the Kingdom of Bahrain Declaration, calling for religious
tolerance and peaceful coexistence through the entire world



Will of King Hamad to preserve the national

Bahrain’s heritage of religious tolerance and
historical coexistence of the different religious
communities: Muslim, Catholic, Orthodox,
Evangelical, Hindu and Jewish

Bahrain as the example of religious tolerance in the
Arab world; important place showing
Mediterranean Area as a territory developed
thanks to the interaction and connections between
different cultures and religions



Concrete opportunity and a duty for those who lead
the world to construct and spread a global humanism
based on this idea

«lt is the responsability of governments to respect and
protect equally both religious minorities and
majorities», hoping that there will be a fruitful
comparison between countries all over the world,
based on the idea of religious freedom and pluralism,
to improve the construction of an advanced idea of
pacific and positive communication, coexistence and
cultural exchanae»



Using and going beyond the important but also
ambiguous concept of Tolerance, it is fundamental to
remind that millenary cultures cannot be integrated in
other cultures if it means that they will be cancelled:

it is the challenge that multicultural societies have to
face, speaking to everyone without denying different
identities, but including them in a bigger frame



